Q.  Did you have any opinion as to how likely it
was to happen before the next weekly electrical
examination?

A.   No.

Q.   If you considered the factors that were
present when you examined the scoop and considered
the history of the mine and assumed that the condi-
tion would be corrected at the next permissibility
examination, would you consider this violation
to be significant and substantial?

A.  Those are not my instructions.  I do not
consider just that mine.

When asked why he believed the scoop would be used inby
the last open crosscut, Mr. Wolfe replied that it was standard
procedure in the mine to use such scoops for cleaning up the
face areas and the returns, and his "guess" was that it was
last used on the idle shift or on the last production shift,
possibly to carry supplies to the face (Tr. 542-543) .

Respondent's Testimony

Joseph Ritz, ventilation foreman, testified as to his
responsibilities, and they include the examination of air
courses, bleeders, and methane examinations in the returns.
He confirmed that he has 13 years of mining experience,
holds a degree in mining from Penn State University, and has
been an active member of the mine rescue team for several
years (Tr. 546) .

Mr. Ritz stated that he was familiar with the mine venti-
lation plan, and he described the amount of air induced into
the mine ventilation system, and the amount of methane taken
out (Tr. 547).  Since 1974, he could recall only one methane
face ignition at the Maple Creek No, 1 Mine, and he described
it as a frictional ignition where a miner cutting coal ignited
a pocket of methane, and he indicated "it flashed and was out
probably about as quick as it happened" (Tr. 548) .  He was
of the opinion that the chances of a scoop igniting any methane,
with the opening described, was remote (Tr, 548).  He could
recall no section 107 (a) orders ever being issued at the mine
for excessive accumulations of methane (Tr. 549) .

On cross-examination, Mr, Ritz agreed that mine venti-
lation can be interrupted and there was no "guarantee" that
this will not happen (Tr. 551) . However, he explained the

1887atmosphere contain an explosion mixture of methane,
